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1. The Shah has  twice discussed w i t h  MG B r e t t  h i s  i n t e r e s t  

i n  a c q u i r i n g  high a l t i t u d e  r e c o n n i i s s a n c e  Aircraft. 

first d i s c u s s i o n  c e n t e r e d  on  t h e  A - 1 1  w i t h  t h e  SR-71 be.img-(II, T:--o -le 

The 

brought  up  i n  t h e  second d i s c u s s i o n  on 10 December. Whi le .  

w e  may have s u c c e s s f u l l y  tu rned  aside t h e  q u e s t i o n  of t r a n s -  

f e r r i n g  t h e  equipment ,  t h e  Shah i s  sti l l  i n t e n t  on r ece ’ iv ing , .  
L 

i n t e l l i g e n c e  take e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h e  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  product .  

2. To summarize t h e  background, on November 8 G h a h  t o l d  1,;’ 

Brett h e  wanted t o  a c q u i r e  sophis t icated h i g h - a l t i t u d e  

r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  a i rcraf t .  I n  t h i s  meet ing  it w a s  i n i t i a l l y  

d i f f i c u l t  f o r  B r e t t  t o  de te rmine  e x a c t l y  what t y p e  a i r c ra f t  

t h e  Shah was r e f e r r i n g  to,  b u t  af ter  some d i s c u s s i o n  it became 

a p p a r e n t  i t  was t h e  A-I l l .  B r e t t  raised t h i s  q u e s t i o n  d u r i n g  

h i s  la te  November c o n s u l t a t i o n s  w i t h  s e n i o r  o f f i c i a l s  i n  DOD 

who voiced t h e  a n t i c i p a t e d  r e s e r v a t i o n s .  W e  unde r s t and  a 

t e c h n i c a l  pape r  is c u r r e n t l y  be ing  prepared i n  DOD. 

3. When B r e t t  r e t u r n e d  t o  I r a n  and informed t h e  Shah on 

December 10 of h i s  t a l k s  i n  Washington, t h e  G e n e r a l  brought  

up  t h e  A-ll/SR-71 ques t ion .  

s u b j e c t  w i t h  S e c r e t a r y  S c h l e s i n g e r  and t h e  ongoing t e c h n i c a l  

Mentioning h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  

s t u d y ,  B r e t t  s a i d  he fe l t  s a l e  of a i r c r a f t  would create ser ious 

! ’  
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problems f o r  t h e  USG, p a r t i c u l a r l y  as  A - l l / S R - 7 1  w a s  c l e a r l y  

i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  US h t e l l i g e n c e  c o l l e c t i o n .  H e  thought deci- 

s i o n  would have t o  be referred t o  h i g h e s t  l e v e l s  of USG. 

Shah responded t h a t  he recognized  a c q u i s i t i o n  of A-11/SR-71 

type a i r c r a f t  would create p o l i t i c a l  problems and Made t h e  

c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Powers U-2 i n c i d e n t .  Shah s a i d  h i s  

o b j e c t i v e  was rea l ly  n o t  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  of hardware b u t  

t h e  need fo r  t h e  t y p e  of i n t e l l i g e n c e  a c q u i r e d  th rough  

r econna i s sance .  H e  needed t i m e l y  and a c c u r a t e  photography,  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  on  I raq,  I n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  he i n f e r r e d ,  same 

d a t a ' w o u l d  be r e q u i r e d  f o r  Afghanis tan .  
I .  

B r e t t  said h e  would 

so  report. 

4,  I n  a subsequent  c o n v e r s a t i o n  on  t h i s  s u b j e c t  w i t h  SCS 

Commander, Gen. Azhar i ,  B r e t t  got t h e  same message on 

I r a n ' s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  needs.  Azhari  no ted  be had t o l d  S e n a t o r  

Goldwater t h a t  Iran gave t h e  US much more t h a n  it r e c e i v e d .  

The S e n a t o r  repl ied t h a t  was because  of I r a n ' s  l o c a t i o n .  , A -  -- 
*+. ,I. -. *- Azhari  t o l d  B r e t t  &hat  w e  should  work t o  a c h i e v e  a greater ;  

b a l a n c e  i n  US-Iranian i n t e l l i g e n c e  exchange. Azhari is n o t  

t h e  t y p e  t o  take an i n i t i a t i v e  on a matter l i k e  t h i s  without  

s t r o n g  and specif ic  guidance  from above. H i s  remarks t ie  i n  

w i t h  t h e  r e c e n t  r e q u e s t s  from SCS 5-2 MG Moghadam fo r  augment-d 

i n t e l l i g e n c e  t r a i n i n g  and exchange. 

5 .  We have reached t h e  p o i n t  where w e  need Washington decision% 

P l a i n l y ,  w e  do n o t  want t o  go t h e  hardware 
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f 

t r a n s f e r  sou& i f  t h a t  presumably s i d e - t r a c k e d  issue should  

reappear?. Apart  from t h e  hor rendous  po l i t i ca l  problems, .A - >  >.w- c r ,  

a c q u i s i t i o n  of t h a t  kir$ of sophisticated hardware by t h e  .1:13 

hard-pressed IIAF could  be a major m i l i t a r y  problem, t o  

s a y  n o t h i n g  of what it m i g h t  d o  t o  t h e  h e a l t h  of B r e t t  . , , . J . . f  :. 

and h i s  s u c c e s s o r s .  

6 .  The Shah ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  n a i s s a n c e  p roduc t ,  
J 

h 

however, is clear ly  s e r i o u s  and i f  past e x p e r i e n c e  is any : 2 p - q , l l s  .1,7 

g u i d e ,  i t  w i l l  no t  be t u r n e d  of f .  He wants  coverage  of a l l  

h i s  ne ighbors .  Would you please be good enough t o  examine . '1 .<e 

i n  any c o n t e x t  o r  any forum you choose ( i n c l u d i n g  keeping  

t h e  whole m a t t e r  i n s i d e  t 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  

Shah and a f o r d i n a t e s .  As you w e l l  know, the- . .  . .. 1 

Agency h a s  had e x p e r i e n c e  i n  u s i n g  t h i s  d e v i c e ,  

and I feel t h a t  under  t h e  c i r cums tances  

do better by t h e  Shah t h a n  w e  have been. I a m  almost 

c e r t a i n  t h a t  S e c r e t a r y  K i s s i n g e r  would have no o b j e c t i o n  t o  

t h e  p a s s i n g  of such  m i l i t a r y  in fo rma t ion ,  and I am w i l l i n g  

t o  go b a i l  fo r  h i s  endorsement.  

7 .  A f t e r  you have examined t h i s  matter, I would a p p r e c i a t e  

h e a r i n g  from you on where you come o u t .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  I 

w o u l d w o r r y  t o o  much about  t h e  S o v i e t  Union. I t  is I r a q  
d 

and Afghan ia t an  which b a s i c a l l y  i n t e r e s t  t h e  Shah. 


